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Notes

Klein Sterbelied

So still ich bin,
All Blut rinnt hin.

Wie weich umher.
Nichts weiB ich mehr.

Mein Herz noch klein,

Starb leis an Pein.

Wie blau und fromm!

O Himmel, komnm.

Ein tiefer Schall -
Nacht Uberall.

The German original:
‘Eise Lasker-Schufer

© by Kosel-Verlag GmbH
&Co, Minchen

Samtliche Gedichte.

Edit by Friedhelm Kemp.
Késel-Verlag, Minchen,
4th ed. 1988

Little Song of Death

Sostillami, -
My blood runs dry.

How soft everywhere.
No more to bear.

Small yet, heart of mine,
Dies gently in pain.

It was pure and true!
O come, heaven biue.

Deep echoes call -
Night over all.

English transiation:
Gila Abrahamson
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Hebrew transiation:
Yehuda Amichai

Sir Mavet Katan

Sketé "ani,

Nigér kol dami.
Misaviv ko rakh.

Lo ‘eda Sav "al kakh.
Katan 'od halév,

Mét sakét bikh'év.

Kakhol hay4 vetam
Samay bé'u misam.

- 'Amok héd kdl -

Layla bakal.

Transliteration aus dem

Hebrdischen -

= glottal stop
kh= ch in German Buch
§ = shinEnglish shoe
z = =z inEnglish zo0

"Else Lasker-Schiiler's short poem with its extraordinary poetic intensity made a profound im-
pact on me, and, in 1985, inspired me to write the "Lamentation" - a musical work on the theme
of life and death, lasting approximately 20 minutes. ] chose the combination of soprano, wom-
- en's chorus, two harps and percussion intentionally, eliminating string and wind instruments in
order to achieve the particuiar colour | sought. Tonally | employed a combination of a number
of Indian scales. ' -

From out of the sombre atmosphere of the awareness of death "Sketa ‘ani” ("So still ich bin" -
"So still am I"), an angry response on the loss of life develops in the chorus: "Lo 'eda suv 'al
kakh" ("Nichts weiB ich mehr" - "No more to bear"); the Dance of Death in the percussion antici-
pates the dramatic outcry "Katan 'od halév, Mét" ("Mein Herz noch klein, Starb” - "Small yet,
heart of mine, Dies", after which the soloist sings the lament accompanied by the two harps
only: "Sakét bikh'év" ("leis an Pein" - "gently in pain"). With the words "Kakhdl haya vetam”
("War blau und fromm” - "It was pure and true), the connection with the heavens develops,
with celestial life. The Dance of the Angels anticipates the choral prelude which is a series of
variations on a single theme using the word "Layla" ("Nacht” - "Night"). At the end of the work
the full ensemble performs the final chorale, a requiem, as it were.”
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